Early Childhood Colorado Framework:
Awareness and Usage Survey 2011

The survey was designed to assess the awareness and
usage of the Early Childhood Colorado Framework.

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

There is widespread and increased awareness of the Early
Childhood Colorado Framework. Nearly 80% of respondents
stated they were “very aware and reference the document regularly”
or were “aware” of the document compared to 65% of 2009 respon-
dents. The largest number of respondents (n= 127) stated they first
heard about the Framework at a local council meeting. Seventy two
respondents indicated little or no awareness of the Framework.

Ranking of the importance of content characteristics of the
Framework remains consistent. Survey respondents were
asked to rank the content characteristics of the Framework from
“‘most important” to “lease important.” The following three character-
istics, in the order listed, were ranked the highest by both 2009 and
2011 respondents:

« Recognizes the need of the whole child and family.

« Communicates the vision for comprehensive early child-
hood work.

« Emphasized multi-agency/organization ownership and
leadership.

“It gets to the big picture of what
we envision for all of the children
in our state—we see how it all fits
together for the good of the child.”

The Framework is used to align collaborative work and to sup-
port strategic planning. Over 60% of respondents reported that
the Framework is used to align collaborative work either “a great
deal” or “somewhat.” The maijority of responses to an open-ended
question about the use of the Framework indicated it is used as a
guide for strategic planning and for visually presenting the compre-
hensive system.

“The Framework pulls us all together
towards a common vision and goal
statements in a way that no other
state work has been able to do.”
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Survey confirms that the strength of the Framework is in the
whole. The Framework was developed as a whole to conceptualize
the vision for a comprehensive, integrated early childhood system
and to show the relationship between the various Framework com-
ponents (i.e. foundations, strategies, outcomes, system sectors,
goals). The survey allowed respondents to indicate the degree to
which they used the various components of the Framework. Re-
sponses were consistent across components to both open and
closed-ended questions. Over 97% said that it was “very important”
or “important” that the Framework provides a structure for linkages
amongst the components.

The majority of respondents have shared the Framework with
others. More than 60% have shared the Framework with people
serving in a variety of capacities such as providers, administrators,
advocates, local government and elected officials. Respondents in-
dicated they shared the Framework for education and training pur-
poses because it was important, comprehensive and user-friendly.
Seventy seven percent of those who shared the Framework stated
that they think it made a difference.

(“Trying to explain what we do as a lo- )
cal council before the Framework was
somewhat ambiguous. Partners better
understand the full system and see
connects when we use this tool.”

J

There is still more to do in terms of awareness building and
supporting the vision outlined in the Early Childhood Colorado
Framework. Of 59 respondents who said this was the first time
they’d seen the Framework, 81% work in local communities and
66% are providers or administrators. These respondents indicate
meetings, trainings, or roundtable discussions would be valuable for
learning more about the Framework. Additionally, numerous re-
spondents who are aware of the Framework offered suggestions for
further spread and integration of the Framework into real work.

For the full 2011 survey

“The Framework is very concep-
report, go to tual. It begs the question of ‘who
www.earlychildhoodcolorado.org. does what.” More concrete details
would be beneficial.”




